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Maynooth

where been an important period in the re-
ligion of nature-worship. The festival of
dancing round a tree, or Maypole, on the ist
of May, is another manifestation of the
same idea. The may-pole dances fell into
desuetude at a much earlier date in Scotland
than in England.

With the rise of labor organizations, the
nature of the observance changed. After the
Labor Congress at Berlin in 1890, May i was
dedicated to labor demonstrations throughout
Europe. Since the World War this usage has
been spreading in the United States. Workers
affiliated with the Socialist and Communist
parties have given the day a political charac-
ter which distinguishes it from the purely
holiday observance of Labor Day.

Mayenne. (i) Department, N.W. France;
comprises nearly the whole of the basin of
the river of that name, a r. bk. tributary of
the Loire, the stream being known in its
lower course as the Maine. The department
once formed part of the provinces of Maine
and Anjou. It is, on the whole, flat. Agri-
culture is the principal industry, and beet
root and cider apples are raised. There are
coal and iron mines, granite and slate quar-
ries, and the manufactures comprise cotton
spinning and linen. Capital, Laval. Area,
1,986 sq. m.; p. 297,732.

Mayenne, town, Mayenne department,
France, on the River Mayenne; 18 m. n.e.
of Laval. Calico and linen are manufact-
ured; p. 9,961.

Mayer, Alfred Marshall (1836-97), Am-
erican physicist, was born in Baltimore, Md.,
and was educated at St. Mary's College. In
1872 he was elected to the American Acad-
emy of Sciences. His investigations in acous-
tics and the elasticity of metals, as well as
in electricity, magnetism, and heat, material-
ly aided the progress of knowledge in those
subjects. His chief contributions to scienti-
fic literature are his Thermodynamics of
Waterfalls (1869); The Earth, a Great Mag-
net (1872); Light (with C. Barnard, 1877);
, Sound (1878).

Mayflower, The, the vessel which con-
veyed the Pilgrim Fathers from Southamp-
ton, England, to Plymouth, Mass., in 1620
(See PILGRIM FATHERS; PLYMOUTH COL-
ONY.) A list of the passengers may be found
in Bradford's History of the Plymouth Plan-
tation; consult also McManus' The Voyage
of the 'Mayflower,' The American yacht
which successfully defended the America Cup
against the Galatea in 1886 was also called
Mayflower.

Mayflower Descendants, Society of, in
the State of New York, was founded in 189.4
at New York City, to preserve the mem-
ory, records, history, and other facts relating
to the Mayflower pilgrims, their ancestors,
and their posterity. All lineal descendants,
male and female, over eighteen years of age,
of the original pilgrims are qualified for
membership, as well as all signers of the
'Compact/ The General Society of May-
flower Descendants was founded in 1897, and
there are branches in New York, Connecti-
cut, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Illinois,
District of Columbia, Ohio, New Jersey, Wis-
consin, Rhode Island, Michigan, Maine, Col-
orado, California, Washington, Kansas, and
Indiana. Triennial meetings are held, usual-
ly at Plymouth, Mass.
Mayhem, the common law offense of
maiming a person in such a manner as to
affect his capacity to defend himself or to
serve his country in war. A mere disfigure-
ment which did not have this affect was
not formerly comprehended within the term,
though by modern statutes all crimes of vio-
lence resulting in permanent injury to the
person are regarded as mayhem and are
punishable as felonies.
Mayhew, Jonathan (1720-66), American
clergyman, was born in Martha's Vineyard,
Mass. He was an ardent supporter of the
rights of the American Colonies, and was
unjustly accused by the Tories of instigating
the Boston Stamp Act riots. Mayhew
preached a notable sermon against the Stamp
Act in 1766.
Mayhew, Thomas (1593-1682), American
colonial governor, was born in England, and
became a successful merchant at Southamp-
ton. Receiving a grant of Martha's Vine-
yard and other islands from Lord Sterling,
he came to America and established Edgar-
town on Martha's Vineyard in 1642.
Maynard, George Willoughby (1843-
1923), American portrait and mural painter,
was born in Washington, D. C. He did im-
portant work in the Congressional Library
at Washington; the Appellate Court House,
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, and Metropolitan
Opera House, New York; the Newark Court
House, and the Bijou Theater, Boston.
Among his paintings are: Vespers at Ant-
werp; Strange Gods; The Oceanides; In
Strange Seas (Metropolitan Museum of Art).
Maynooth, town, county Kildare, Ireland;
15 miles n.w. of Dublin by rail. Its chief in-
terest arises from Maynooth College, a Ro-
man Catholic institution established (1795)